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SPENCER ROANE, Corn 1762, Died 182a. 
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my own blood, and from what I knew of them, somewhat mixed in 
their characteristics. They have been within my range of observation, 
pretty thorough-going men, whether their leaning was to business or 
pleasure; and I have seen a good many instances of these extremes. 
They were almost universally high spirited, high tempered, quick to 
take and resent offense, but placable, except when their personal dignity 
was invaded or even threatened; when, though not relentless, they 
were unforgiving. 

They have not generally been obtrusive of their opinions, though 
tenacious of them, and have been too independent and outspoken to 
make politicians, though they have generally possessed that manliness 
of bearing and that geniality of manner which have given them the 
sort of popularity which is based on respect and good will. They have 
always relished rural pursuits; and my father (who went to Mississippi 
by the advice of Judge Ruffin, very early in the present century, and 
landed at Fort Adams with his forty dollars and two shirts in his 
saddle bags), is the only one of the name I have ever heard of, who 
had made a fortune by trade. He got out of it as soon as he could, 
and went to planting cotton and raising horses and cattle in Wilkinson 
county. Further than this I do not know that they have peculiarities 
which separate them very widely from their fellow citizens. 



ROANE FAMILY. 



(Continued from page 200.) 

ERRATA: In line 20 from top of page 196 "Sarah Upshur" should 
be Sarah U pshaw. In lines 3 and 2 from bottom of page 198 "Samuel 
F. Harwood Roane" should be Samuel F. Harwood. In line 5 from 
top of page 199 "3 William Roane married Judith C. Ball" should be 
"3 William Roane married Judith (?) Ball." 

Notes on the Roane Pedigree of Samuel F. Harwood, 
pages 199, 200. 

I. 

Thomas Roane was a member of the Essex County Com- 
mittee, in 1774, and in 1777 the governor commissioned him 
as county lieutenant; William Roane as Colonel; William 
Smith as lieutenant-colonel, and John Beale as major of the 
Essex militia. He removed to the parish of St. Stephens, 
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King and Queen county, and in 1787 was assessed for 3,417 
acres. He died in 1799 at "Newington" his residence on the 
Mattaponi, and his will was proved in King and Queen County 
Court, April 8, 1799, and afterwards recorded in Essex county, 
March 18, 1839. The following is a copy: 

Will of Col. Thomas Roane. 

In the name of God Amen I, Thomas Roane of the Parish of St. 
Stephens & County of King & Queen do make this my last will & 
testament. Imprimis I lend to my beloved wife for & during her 
natural life, she committing no wilful waste thereupon all my lands 
in the Parish of St. Stephens and County aforesaid viz. my tract called 
Newington, my tract called the Neck quarter, the tract I purchased 
of Richard Rowe and which was conveyed to me by Col. Brooke's 
executors, the slipe of land I purchased from Mr. Richard Brooke for 
which I paid him fifty pounds but have not yet received a deed, the 
slipe of land I purchased of Anderson Lipscomb, the piece I purchased 
of Robert Pynes and the small piece purchased of Benjamin Pynes. 
Item I lend unto my beloved wife for and during her natural life 
forty slaves proportioned in value to the whole of the slaves now in 
my possession in sex, age and quality and it is my meaning that these 
slaves shall be of same value with reference to the value of all my 
slaves as the said number of forty bears to the whole number of my 
slaves as aforesaid, and it is further my meaning that those slaves 
shall be allotted her out of those living on the lands lent her as above 
and that Billy the blacksmith shall be one of the number. Item I 
lend unto my beloved wife during her life, the stocks of all kinds, 
which shall be on the plantations lent her as above called Newington, 
and the Neck quarter at the time of my decease as also the whole of 
my household and kitchen furniture and the plantation implements 
and utensils which may be on the said plantation at the time afore- 
said provided that my said wife shall furnish each of unmarried chil- 
dren as they shall marry or come of age respectively such a proportion 
of household furniture as the other children have been supplied with. 
I also devise that the sums necessary to be expended in furnishing the 
repairs of the buildings be paid for out of my estate and that my 
said wife shall be entitled to all the provisions and liquors which may 
be in the house at the time of my decease. 

Item. I give devise and bequeath unto my daughter Sarah Camp- 
bell for and during her life the tract of land whereon she now lives 
including the buildings and as much more of my land adjoining to be 
laid off in a convenient manner as well as will make up the quantity 
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of seven hundred acres. I also give unto my said daughter during the 
term aforesaid the following negroes to wit. James, Jery Bland, Win- 
ney, Lydia and Suckey being the residue of the negroes formerly by 
me lent to her husband Hugh Campbell in his lifetime (he having 
with my leave sold two of them named Pitt and Jenny and another 
named Dixon having died) together with the increase of said negroes 
since the time of the loan aforesaid and there future increase. I also 
give unto my said daughter during the term aforesaid the stocks I 
have already delivered to her in lieu of a sum deficient in the value of 
a tract of land formerly given to her said husband, the whole of the 
said lands negroes & stocks to be equally divided among all the chil- 
dren she may leave & the descendants of such as may be dead suc- 
ceeding to the shares of their respective ancestors immediately on the 
decease of my said daughter. 

Item. I give and bequeath unto my daughter Margaret Garnett until 
the period when her youngest son Thomas Harwood shall or in the 
event of his death before would have arrived at the age of twenty one 
years, one half of the profits of the tract of land I formerly lent my 
said daughter and whereon she has erected buildings. I also lend unto 
my said daughter during her life the negro wench Amey now in her 
possession together with her two children and their future increase. 

Item. I "give and devise the other moiety of the said tract of land 
in equal proportions to her two sons Archibald and Thomas Harwood 
and their heirs, but in case of the de^th of either of them under age 
and without issue, then the whole to go to the survivor, as also shall 
the moiety of the said tract and the negroes with their increase before 
limited to their mother from and after the determination of her in- 
terest therein respectively and if both her & her sons above named 
shall be dead, under age and without issue, at the time of the deter- 
mination of her interest in the said land and negroes respectively then 
the whole of the said tract and the negroes with their increase shall 
return to my estate and be equally divided among all my other children 
and the descendants of such as may be dead, standing in the place of 
their respective ancestors excepting my said daughter Garnett and her 
descendants.. 

Item. I give and bequeath unto each of her said two sons Archi- 
bald and Thomas Harwood a negro boy and girl of about their own 
ages to go over together with their increase in case of the death of 
either and both of them as before stated and specified in the manner 
above limited. Item and whereas I have been bound heretofore as 
security for Christopher Harwood in his lifetime, it is my will that if 
my estate should ever be compelled to pay anything on that account 
the sum or sums so paid shall be reimbursed to my said estate from 
and out of the property above devised to my said daughter and her 
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children in equal rate & proportion. Item before the negroes hereby 
lent to my said daughter shall be delivered to her by my executors, 
she or some person for her shall give bond with sufficient surety to 
my said executors not to alien transfer or otherwise dispose of the 
said negroes or any of them so as to impede or frustrate the effect of 
the limitations thereof at the time they shall take effect by the deter- 
mination of her interest therein. Item I do nominate and appoint my 
sons Thomas & Samuel Roane and the survivor of them Trustees for 
the said Archibald and Thomas Harwood to receive their legacies for 
them and otherwise carry into effect the provisions of this will in 
their behalf. Item I do give and confirm unto my son-in-law Sterl- 
ing Ruffin (he having before had a dividend of land) the nine negroes 
heretofore delivered to him and named as follows : viz : Peter Sam 
Anthony Charles Violet Judy Sarah Young Sarah and Sally Pickles 
together with their increase since the time of the said delivery and 
their future increase, as also the stocks heretofore delivered to him. 
Item I give and devise and bequeath unto my son-in-law Richard 
Barnes and his heirs forever a tract of land in the County of Essex 
whereon he now has a quarter to be conveniently laid off so as to 
contain the quantity of five hundred acres — also the stocks already de- 
livered to him as well as the negroes to wit : Isaac, Gilbert Robin 
Amy Jany Judy Nancy Phill & Pegy together with their increase since 
the said delivery and their future increase. Item. I give devise and 
bequeath unto my two sons Thomas & Samuel Roane & their heirs 
forever the forge tract of land including the tract lately purchased 
from Robert Baylor to be held by them and their heirs in severalty 
according to the line of division lately agreed as run by William Jones. 
I do also give bequeath and confirm unto my said two sons respec- 
tively the stocks and negroes heretofore delivered to them together 
with the increase thereof since the said delivery and their future in- 
crease the negroes delivered to my son Thomas being named as fol- 
lows, to wit: George Dick Billy Jany Kate Janet Easther Mary Robin 
& their descendants — to my son Samuel being named George Nelson 
Tom McGeorge Charles Nancy Tilloh Lydia and Sarah — and whereas 
the purchase money for the tract of land bought from Baylor is still 
due it is my will and desire that after the payment of my debts and 
pecuniary legacies the residue of what money may remain on hand 
either as having been in my possession at the time of my decease, 
having been collected from my debtors, or what may be conveniently 
spared from the proceeds of my crops shall be applied in payment of 
the debt aforesaid, but any deficiency which may exist after the ap- 
plication of the above funds shall be paid in equal proportions by my 
said two sons Thomas and Samuel Roane. Item I give and devise 
and bequeath unto my two sons Thomas and Samuel Roane, and to 
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the survivor of them in trust for the use & benefit of my daughter 
Patsy Hipkins Ritchie and her children for and during her life the 
tract of land now in possession of her husband Archibald Richie by 
delivery from me called Smiths, the seven negroes now also in his 
possession by delivery as aforesaid named Charles Godfrey Hancock 
Aggy Hannah Patience and Venus and two others such as will make 
the dividend equal in value to those given to my other daughters to- 
gether with the increase of the said negroes since the said delivery 
and their future increase as also as many of the stock now in the 
said Archibald Richie's possession by delivery from me as aforesaid 
as will make her proportion equal to that given to Richard Barnes and 
the said land slaves and stocks in trust from and after her decease to 
be divided in equal proportions among all the children my said 
daughter may leave and the descendants of such as may be dead they 
representing their respective ancestors, and if at the time of her death 
all of the children of my said daughter should be dead under age and 
without issue then all the above property bequeathed in this clause to 
return unto my estate and be divided equally among my children and 
the descendants of such as may be dead representing as aforesaid ex- 
cept my daughter Garnett and her descendants. Item I give devise 
and bequeath unto my two daughters Lucy & Catherine Roane and 
their severally and respectively as much of my land to be conveniently 
laid off from my lands not herein particularly devised as if of the 
value of Five Hundred pounds for each to be estimated according 
to the same ratio of value as has governed in the valuation of the lands 
heretofore given to my other daughters — and I also give and bequeath 
unto each of my said daughters a proportion of negroes and stocks 
such as shall be equal in number and value to the proportions respec- 
tively heretofore given to my other daughters. Item I give devise 
and bequeath unto my son John Roane and his heirs from and after 
the decease of his mother all the land hereby devised to her for her 
life but in case his said mother shall be living when he comes of age 
and it should be the mutual desire of them both my will is that he 
then take possession of the plantation before mentioned called the Neck 
quarter. Item. My will is that my son John shall receive after my 
decease a proportion of the negroes and stocks equal in number & 
value to each of those his brothers Thomas & Samuel have respectively 
received. Item it is my will and desire that what negroes, stocks and 
plantation utensils may remain after the proportions above devised 
to my beloved wife and children are first allotted and set shall be 
equally divided among all my children and the descendants of such 
of them as may be dead representing their respective ancestors ex- 
cepting my daughter Garnett and her descendants and provided also 
that the share of my daughter Ritchie shall go in trust to the same 
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persons be limited in the same manner and to the same uses as the 
other property hereinbefore devised to her — and it is further my will 
and desire that after the death of my beloved wife all the property 
which may remain in her possession as at that time except the land 
shall go in the same manner and under the same exceptions and limi- 
tations as before mentioned in this clause. Item It is my will and 
desire that the residue of my lands in the Counties of Essex & Caro- 
line after the several dispositions hereinbefore made are allotted and 
set apart and my lots in the Town of Port Royal and Dunkirk shall 
be equally allotted and proportioned among all my daughters and the 
descendants of such of them as may be dead standing in their places 
respectively excepting my daughters Campbell & Garnett and their 
descendants and provided that that proportion which may fall to my 
daughter Ritchie shall be limited to the same persons in trust for the 
same uses as the land and property hereinbefore devised to the use of 
her and her children. Item. It is my will that all the dispositions of 
lands herein before made requiring a division and allotment be allotted 
and set apart by my executors or in the event of their declining to do 
it or its being disagreeable to the devisees thereof by such persons as 
may be appointed by said executors and such of the said devisees as 
may be of age or their husbands on their behalf — and whereas it may 
be better that the whole of land intended for my daughter Ritchie 
should be in one entire tract it is recommended to my executors .0 
substitute for the land now in her husbands possession called Smiths 
and devised by this will, other land of the same value which may be 
convenient to be annexed to her proportion of the residuary land in 
which case the land so to be substituted shall enure to all intents and 
purposes as the other is intended to do by this will and that other 
shall in that event be considered as a part of the residyary land. Item 
it is my will that of the titles of any of the lands herein before devised 
or heretofore conveyed to any of my children or their husbands shall 
prove defective so as that they may be deprived of the whole or any 
part thereof the loss accruing by such eviction shall be made good 
to them respectively out of my estate, if before a distribution thereof 
and if after then each child (excepting my daughter Garnett & her 
children) and their respective representatives shall contribute to her 
or them or theiir representatives so losing a proportion of the value 
so lost according to the proportions they may severally have received 
of my estate. Item my will is that my Blacksmith's Tools shall go 
to my beloved wife together with the Blacksmith and fall into my 
estate after her decease and go as the other personal estate lent to 
her. Item My will is that my daughter Campbell shall have the abso- 
lute property of the stocks herein bequeathed to her not withstanding 
any thing in this will before contained to the contrary. Item. I do 
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hereby nominate and appoint my two sons Thomas and Samuel Roane 
executors of this my last will hereby revoking all others by me here- 
tofore made and I do bequeath to each of my said sons a likely young 
negro man or woman at his election in consideration of the duties 
hereby imposed and in lieu of commissions and in that event of either 
of my said sons refusing to act, the other shall be entitled to the negro 
intended for him. — In testimony whereof I have hereunto signed my 
name and affixed my seal this twenty seventh of January one thousand 
seven hundred and ninety nine. 

Thomas Roane [Seal]. 

Signed sealed published and declared by the Testator as and for his 
last will in presence of us the subscribers who have signed our names 
thereto in his presence and at his request he being of sound and dis- 
posing memory and understanding. 

John Roane 

Spencer Roane 

Robert Pollard 

John Mealy 

Thomas Brooke 

Probated in King & Queen County Apl. 8 1799 

Record in Essex 18 Mar 1839 

Robert Pollard, C. C. 

This will names a son John not mentioned by Mr. Har- 
wood. It also shows that his daughter Patsy Hipkins mar- 
ried her cousin, Col. Archibald Ritchie, brother of Thomas 
Ritchie, editor of the Richmond Enquirer. 

III. 

William Roane, son of William Roane and Sarah Upshaw, 
was a burgess for Essex in 1769, 1770, 1772, 1774, and quali- 
fied as King's deputy-attorney in 1768. He was a member, 
with his brother, of the Essex County Committee in 1774, and 
was Colonel of the Militia of Essex in 1777. He married 

twice: (1) Miss Ball; (2) Anne , who survived him 

and afterwards married 2dly Frederick William Hearne. A 
case in one of the Law Reports show that Frederick William 
Hearne and Anne, his wife, sued Thomas Roane, John Roane, 
James Upshaw and William Latane, executors of William 
Roane, defendants. The plaintiff Anne is stated to be the 
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widow of William Roane. He died in November or December, 
1785, without a child by the plaintiff Ann. 

It is sometimes stated that William Roane's first wife, Miss 
Ball, was named Judith, but this seems incorrect. The fol- 
lowing will of Spencer Ball shows that Judith Ball married 
John Cralle. 

Will of Spencer Ball, Gent., of North' d Co., 1767, gives eldest son, 
Spencer Mottrom, 1150 a. land adjoining that of Hon. Presley Thorn- 
ton and Mr. Monroe, and land settled on him by Act of Ass'y in lieu 
of Lowry's trust ; his mill and appurtenances and 38 slaves. To son 
William the land he bought for him of Col. James Ball, and on wh. 
William then lived, with all the slaves, stock, &c. To son James the 
land formerly belonging to his brother William, and that bought of 
Peter Spencer Hack, Benjamin Knight and Major Wm. Tate, with 15 
slaves. To son Jesse the upper part of my land called "Black Point," 
40 a. with 15 slaves. To gr. sons Spencer and John, sons of John 
Cralle, 6 slaves now in possession of their mother, Judith Cralle, and 
names Hon. Presley Thornfon and Wm. Roane, his son-in-law, guard- 
ians of said gr, sons. To gr. son Spencer Ball 1 slave; to gr. son 
Thomas Roane do ; gr. son James Kenner 2 slaves ; son-in-law Wm. 
Roane 1 slave and iioo over and above what he has had as his wife's 
portion; to son-in-law Winder Kenner 1 negro and i45o as his wife's 
portion. To his sons all his stock, deer, household furniture, &c, &c. 
To his wife her dower in full out of part willed to sons James and 
Jesse. Residue to son Spencer M., his sole ex'r. Wit., Andrew Rob- 
ertson, Wm. Greenwood, Jas. Wilkins. 

Spencer Ball was son of Joseph Ball and Mary Mottrom, 
his wife. The latter was a daughter of Spencer Mottrom, 
who was son of Major John Mottrom and Hannah Fox, 
daughter of Capt. David Fox. John Mottrom was the son of 
Col. John Mottrom, of Northumberland County. (See 
Quarterly XVII, 53-55.) Spencer Mottrom was a nephew 
of Frances Mottrom, wife of Hon. Nicholas Spencer, Esq., 
Secretary of State of Virginia, from 1678-1689. Thus the 
name descended to the great jurist Spencer Roane, though 
he was not a blood relation of Hon. Nicholas Spencer. He 
married first, Anne, daughter of Patrick Henry.. Joseph Ball 
was first cousin of George Washington's mother, Mary Ball 
(Hayden, Va. Genealogies). 
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The following is the will of William Roane recorded in 
Essex County: 

Will of William Roane. 

I, William Roane of the County of Essex do make this my last will 
& Testament. 

Imprimis. I give to my son Thomas Roane all my lands in the 
Cty of King & Queen to him and his heirs forever. 

Item. I give to my son Spencer Roane all my lands in the Coumy 
of Essex with the grist & saw mills to him & his heirs forever he 
having the sawing done for the necessary buildings & repairs on the 
plantation I now live on & which my beloved wife is to possess 
after my decease during her widowhood : also the sawing done for 
the necessary buildings & repairs for my son Thomas on the Planta- 
tion devised him in the County of King & Queen each finding the tim- 
ber for their own use and to prevent disputes in either case it is my 
desire that my exor's shall determine what shall be necessary ^and also 
to fix a value on the Meadow Track of Land which valuation is to be 
definitive & to be paid by my said son Spencer to my two daughters 
as part of their portions. 

Item. My desire is that my negroes Richmond & Joe shall continue 
at the mills which I give to my son Spencer & be vested in him. 

Item. I give to my daughter Judy Roane a negro girl named Grace, 
the daughter of Frances, for a maid to her and her heirs. 

Item. I give to my daughter Sally Roane a negro girl named Rachel, 
the daughter of Chloe, for a maid to her and her heirs. 

Item. My desire is that all the residue of my negroes shall be 
valued, as well as those already given to my sons Thomas & Spencer 
in order to make a general stock & each of my daughters shall be 
vested with a full Proportion of the whole with my two sons to them 
all & their heirs. 

Item. My wish & desire is that in addition to what of my house- 
hold furniture my wife shall be entitled by her marriage contract that 
my exor's allow & assign her as much more during her widowhood as 
they shall judge necessary for her use. But if she should marry that 
part so assigned shall be immediately returned into my estate & go 
as my other personal estate. 

Lastly I constitute & appoint my two brothers Thomas & John 

Roane & my friends James Upshaw and Wm. Latane Exor's of 

this my last will and Testament. As witness my hand & seal this first 
day of November in the year of our Lord one thousand seven hundred 

& eighty five. 

W. Roane [Seal]. 
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Signed Sealed & Published & Declared to be my last will & Testa- 
ment in presence of 

William Latane 

John Haile 

Thomas Dix, Junior 

Lewis Dix 

Thomas Dix 

John Roane, Junr 

My will & desire in addition to the above & that they shall be re- 
ceived as Part, viz. I desire that my Exor's may select such part of 
my personal estate as they judge most proper for the payment of my 
debts as above. 

W. Roane [Seal]. 

John Haile 

Thomas Dix, Junr 

Thomas Dix, Senr 

John Roane, Junr 

Lewis Dix 

At a court held for Essex County at Tapp a on the 19th day of De- 
cember 1785 this last will and Testament of William Roane deed with 
a Codicil thereto annexed was offered to prob. by Thomas Roane John 
Roane, James Upshaw and William Lataine the exor's therein named 
who made oath thereto as the Law directs and the same being also 
proved by John Haile, Thomas Dix Junr and Thomas Dix three of 
the witnesses thereto are ordered to be Recorded. 

Test : Hancock Lee Clk. 

Duly Recorded. 

Test: Thomas Pollard D Clk 

Spencer Roane, son of William Roane and Miss Ball, was 
born April 4, 1762. He attended William and Mary College, 
in 1780, and was a member of the Phi Beta Kappa Society. 
He was subsequently a member of the House of Delegates, a 
judge of the General Court, and a judge of the Supreme Court 
of Virginia. He married Anne Henry, daughter of Patrick 
Henry, and his children are given in Virginia Mazazine V., 89, 
90. Mr. Jefferson had the highest opinion of his talents and 
wanted to make him President of the United States, but he 
died Sept. 4, 1822. There are sketches of him in the Richmond 
College Publications and in the Virginia Law Journal. His 
son, William H. Roane, became a United States Senator. 
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"Judith Roane, daughter of William Roane and Miss Ball, 
married Mr. Proudfit." (P. 199.) 

The following is copied from a family Bible of the Proud- 
fits : 

Proudfit Record. 

(Copied from Proudfit Family Bible.) 
John & Judith Proudfit were married Nov. 21, 1788. 
Elizabeth, their daughter, was born Feb. 21, 1790. Died Sept. 9 th , 

1791. 

Jane was born Oct. 18, 1791. 

James & William were born Oct. 29, 1793. 

John Houston was born on his Mother's birthday Aug. 16 th 1795 
she was 28 years old. 

Elizabeth Roane was born Feb. 18 th 1797. 

Andrew was born July 14 th 1798. 

Thomas was born July 22, 1799 & d. Aug. 24, 1799. 

Henrietta was born Sept. 27, 1800, & died Oct. 13 th 1800. 

Judith Ann was born Nov. 23 rd 1801. 

Judith Proudfit, the Mother, died May 18 th 1802 aged 34 years 9 
months & 2 days old. 

John Proudfit, the father, died 21 Sept. 181 2, aged 47 years 8 months 

6 2 days. 

Died James Proudfit, their oldest son, Feb. 4 rh , 1829. 

Died their youngest son, John Houston Proudfit, Aug. 30 th , 1840. 

Elizabeth Roane, the daughter, died Sept. 20, 1803, being then 6 years 

7 mo. & 2 days old. 

The following is an account of the descendants of Jane 
Proudfit, who married Jonathan Wood : 

Jonathan Wood, son of Dr. Jonathan and Sarah (Leathe) Wood, 
was born in Stow, Mass., about twenty miles from Boston, May 8, 1783. 
He early in life removed to the South, settling at Norfolk, Va., where 
he engaged in the wholesale mercantile business. For sometime he and 
Gen. Winfield Scott, who was his intimate friend, together kept "bach- 
elor's hall" in Norfolk. In 181 1, June 1st, he married Jane Proudfit, 
daughter of John Proudfit (the large merchant and ship owner of Nor- 
folk, who lost several ships by French spoliations in 1800), and of 
Judith Roane Proudfit, niece of the distinguished Judge Roane of the 
Supreme Court of Virginia. 

The wife of Jonathan Wood was a lady of superior qualities of 
heart and mind — accomplished, having had the best advantages of edu- 
cation which Philadelphia of that day could afford. Possessed of supe- 
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rior musical culture, and above all endowed with that best jewel of 
true womanhood — the Christian grace, which made her so faithful a 
wife and mother. 

Jonathan Wood afterwards moved to North Carolina, being first 
in Halifax, then in Nash, then in Franklin counties, where he lived 
many years and reared a large family of children. At that time there 
was a great impulse of emigration from both North Carolina and Vir- 
ginia to "The West." Accordingly, in 1840, we find him leaving two 
married daughters in the "Old North State," removing with the rest 
of his family to Tennessee, which was then called "going out West." 
Indeed, one may now cross the continent in much less time and with 
far less trouble than was then required to travel from North Carolina 
to west Tennessee. The "Western District" of Tennessee was then 
new and sparsely settled territory, Memphis being but a small village. 
In Brownsville, Jonathan Wood again became a merchant, associating 
with himself in business his sons James and Spencer; but his death 
occurred a few years after his settling in Tennessee. 

He died March 13, 1847. His young sons James and Spencer con- 
tinued the business, and through their energy and popularity soon be- 
came successful merchants. Mrs. Jonathan Wood lived to see all of 
her children married and settled in comfort and prosperity, all being 
near her excepting Mrs. Blount and Mrs. Thorpe in North Carolina. 
She died in 1856, loved and respected by the entire community. 

Jonathan and Jane (Proudfit) Wood had eleven children — four died 
in infancy — the remaining seven as follows: (1) Sarah Ann; (2) Vir- 
ginia; (3) James Proudfit; (4) William; (5) Spencer Roane; (6) 
Jane; (7) Georgiana. 

Sarah Ann Wood married Benjamin H. Blount. Had: (l) George 
Washington; (2) Benjamin James; (3) Angelina; (4) Wm. Henry; 
(5) Mary Jane; (6) Thos. Spencer; (7) John Wood ; (8) Sarah Caro- 
line; (9) Virginia; (10) Joseph Roane. 

Virginia Wood, born 1817, married John Thorpe in Nash county, 
N. C. Had: Henry Roane; John Houston; William Lewis; Franklin 
Jesse; Daniel Wood; Annie Virginia; Alexander Proudfit. 

James Proudfit Wood, born near Louisburg, N. C, Dec. 31, 1819, 
moved to Brownsville, Tennessee, in 1840; married, Jan. 3. 1848, Anne 
G. Perkins, daughter of a wealthy planter of Haywood county, Tenn. 
James P. Wood and his wife Anne G. had only one child, Mary. She 
has done much to secure the records of her branch. 

Mary Wood, daughter of James Proudfit and Anne G. Wood, was 
born Feb. 3, 1852. She married, Dec. 8, 1874, J. W. E. Moore, a lead- 
ing and distinguished lawyer of the Brownsville bar. Had four chil- 
dren : Annebel, Mary Virginia, Wood, Janes W. E. 

William Proudfit Wood married Ariadne Leonard. 
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Spencer Roane Wood married Mary Jane Howell. 

Jane Wood married Wm. R. Leigh. Had: Lida, William R. After 
the death of her first husband she married the second time W. P Bond. 
Had: Thos. Wood, Katherine Pugh, Mary, James Wood, Georgia, 
Spencer Wood, Edward Hale. 

Georgiana Wood married Henry L. Taylor. Had: Edmund H., 
William Wood, Jennie, Mary Pettus. 

Edmund H." Taylor married Neppie Harbert. Had: Henry, Har- 
bert, Georgiana, Mary, Edmund. 

William Wood Taylor married Mollie Fontaine. One child, Vir- 
ginia. 

Jennie Taylor married John R. Bond. Had: Clara, Bate, Mamie, 
Virginia, John, William and Penelope. 

Mary Pettus Taylor married R. L. Cochran. Had: Henry, Mary, 
Marcus. Married at his death Jno. L. Cummins. Had: John. 

(Taken from Wood Genealogy, compiled by Wm. S. Wood, pub- 
lished Worcester, Mass., 1885, and added to by Miss Annebel Moore, 
Brownsville, Tenn.) 

"Molly Roane married Archibald Ritchie" (p. 199). On 
August 21, 1753, Francis Jerdone, of Yorktown wrote: "Last 
week Mr. Archibald Ritchie was married to a daughter of Capt. 
Roan's, with whom he gets £500 down and as much more at 
her father's death. " (Quarterly XL, 240.) 

The following is from a letter of Frank Gildart Ruffin, 
who was for several years State auditor of Virginia, and was 
a man of much influence in politics. The letter was dated 
June 1, 1870, at "Summer Hill," Chesterfield County, Virginia, 
and addressed to Hon. Paul Carrington Cameron, of Hillsboro, 
N. C. 

And now for the Roanes. I knew John Roane, Jr.,* well. He died 
at "Uppowoc," in King William, his patrimony, in 1838, aged 72. He 
was a living encyclopedia of Virginia pedigrees for men and horses. 
He told me that the earliest ancestor of his family that he had ever 
heard of was hung in Bacon's (my wife through her great-grandmother, 
a Burwell, has the honor to be a relation of Bacon, who was first (sic) 
cousin to the first wife of Lewis Burwell of Carter's Creek in Gloucester 

* The reference is to Hon. John Roane, son of William Roane and 
Sarah Upshaw his wife. He served in U. S. Congress from 1809 to 
1815, and from 1827 to 1837. 
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county) Rebellion (1676) in the Dragon Swamp with a grape vine, a 
fact of which he was so proud, as to say that he was the only man he 
knew who was glad to trace his descent from the gallows. f His own 
grandfather, he said, had started in the Northern Neck of Virginia, on 
small beginnings. * * * If so, he must have been a man of con- 
siderable force of character, as his children all married well. That 
Roane * * * left children, Col. Wm. Roane (the clerk of Essex 
county, whose fine, bold, old fashioned, Washington style of handwrit- 
ing I have frequently seen and admired) ; Thomas Roane of Newing- 
ton, in the county of King and Queen on the north bank of the Matta- 
poni ; John Roane, Max Natu of "Uppowoc," in the county of King Wil- 
liam, on the south bank of the Mattaponi ; one daughter, Molly, who 
was married to Archibald Ritchie, a Scotch merchant of Tappahannock, 
and another, Sarah, who was married to Dr. John Brockenborough, 
the elder, also of Tappahannock, and Lucy,, who married first, Richard 
Barnes; second, Thomas (Moore ?) Fauntleroy Brockenborough. 

The three brothers lived about twenty miles apart, almost at the 
three corners of a triangle, each on a large tract of land, and each 
owning other large detached tracts. Someone once asked one of them 
why, considering their very great attachment to each other, they had 
not settled close together; and the reply was sensible and character- 
istic : "It is precisely because of our attachment to each other, and 
our wish to preserve it, that we have separated, upon full deliberation, 
and gone so far off that when we meet at each other's houses it will 
be as brothers and guests. Brothers should never join fences; for if 
they should agree, it is likely their wives and children might not ; and 
if we quarrel, there will be the devil to pay." 

They were too old to take an active part in the field during the 
Revolutionary war, but they kept things straight at home, and carried 
on generally with a pretty high hand. Col. Wm. Roane would get 
into politics, and then he was pretty rough on the Tories. * * * An 
old lady who remembered him well, told me that one of the patriotic 
songs she used to sing with other young Whigs of both sexes contained 
this refrain — all she could recollect : 

"When side by side, Col. Will Roane tied 
A negro and a Tory." 

John Roane was not less zealous and prompt than his brother Wil- 
liam in support and aid of the cause of the Revolution, of which let 



f There is nothing in this. Charles Roane, the emigrant, was a loy- 
alist of wealth, and after Bacon's death a party of rebels, under Greg- 
ory Walklate, burnt all his houses down and carried away most of his 
goods. — Va. Magazine, XVI., 69. 
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this instance be cited in proof: At that time, and for years afterwards, 
every gentleman considered himself bound to dine at the courthouse 
tavern on public days, and John Roane had taken his seat for that pur- 
pose at one King William court. Exactly opposite to him sat two per- 
sons, one of whom was a public man suspected by some person of 
secret Tory sympathies; and the other a bolder man, was more openly 
disaffected to the American cause. John Roane had just poured out a 
glass of wine and sent the servant with the bottle to a gentleman at 
the upper end of the table with an invitation to drink with him, and 
was watching to catch his eye, when he caught the sound of some 
treasonable remark made by the lory to the pseudo Whig. At that 
moment he bowed, merely sipped his glass to his friend, and then 
staved it at the head of the Tory; but it missed him and struck the 
other on the ear emptying its contents therein. Instantly springing to 
his feet he addressed them both with the expression, "Badly aimed, 
but d — d well hit." He was never in public life, I believe, farther than 
to act as Justice of the Peace. 

Col. Thomas Roane was a less turbulent man than either of the 
others, but was equally determined, and a man of great personal 
strength as the others were. But he had a rather squeaky voice, which 
on one occasion misled a gentleman to his cost. He was at the time 
member of the Senate of Virginia, and had given a vote which greatly 
displeased a leading gentleman and a man of virulent and arbitrary 
temper on the other side. When the body adjourned this gentleman, 
whose measure had failed, was very violent in the abuse of several of 
his opponents, who, as he was known to be a very powerful man and 
a great fighter, took it rather quietly. Just as they were descending 
the stairs, he overtook Thomas Roane with the expression "And you 
too, d — n you," when Roane seized him by the coat collar, whirled him 
over the banister, and keeping him suspended, remarked in his small 
voice: "One more word and I'll let you drop to the bottom. I'll teach 
you how to curse your equals." The gentleman for once in his life was 
prudent and saved his bones by holding his tongue. He was several 
times, I think, in public life as a member of the Legislature, and was, 
as I have intimated, in the Convention, voted against the adoption of 
the Constitution of the United States, and was colonel of militia at 
the battle of Yorktown. 

Besides his farm at Newington, he had other and large estates in 
King and Queen, Essex and Middlesex, and was a very successful man- 
ager of his property. Though his hospitality was bounded only by 
the size of his house ; and that contained fifty- four beds, which were all 
filled once a month — King and Queen Courthouse was only two miles 
distant — and many of them occupied at other times; and though he had 
eight (certainly nine, and probably ten) children out of a total born 
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to him of fifteen in all — ten daughters and five sons — yet he gave them 
all estates; some as much as 1,500 acres of land. Of his daughters, 
Alice was married to Sterling Ruffin; Katherine to my uncle, Archy 
Ruffin; Martha to my greatuncle, Archibald Ritchie, brother of 
Thomas; Lucy to Mr. Edwin Upshaw, and Margaret, or Peggy, first 
to Mr. Harwood and afterwar ^s to Mr. Thos. Garnett, the father of 
Col. H. T., Jno, R., and James Garnett. Of his sons, John came to a 
very unfortunate end; Sam, a very amiable but weak man, died early, 
and Thos. (Tom Roane of the Forge as he was called, after the name 
of his farm) died in the prime of his life universally bewailed by his 
county men, who rode, some of them, more than fifty miles to proffer 
aid, and show their interest in him. Wm. H. Roane has told me that 
he was the finest fellow he had even known, the most engaging and 
the most universally beloved. The same qualities he transmitted to his 
son Thomas Roane, of King William, my very, very dear friend, who 
though anchylored by rheumatism at ten years of age, and thencefor- 
ward unable to walk, or even to sit upright, yet bore his misfortune 
with such uncomplaining, manly, cheerful, happy fortitude, and mani- 
fested such marvelous energy in the management of his small property, 
such eager concern in public affairs — he was an ardent and untiring 
Whig against overwhelming odds — such lively sympathy in the trials 
and triumphs of his personal friends, such love of right and such scorn 
of wrong as won him the love of all good, and the homage of the bad 
men. I never heard a harsh word spoken of him. 

The sons of John Roane, Jr., of "Uppowoc," were not distinguished, 
but John Roane, Jr., himself, I always thought, was one of the most 
remarkable men I ever knew. He was of square, massive stature; 
broad shouldered, lank, full muscled, with a face to match; blue eyes; 
brown, waving, stiff hair, short and combed straight back, a la Metho- 
dist; a full, broad, and deeply transverse wrinkled forehead, most 
prominent midway between the eyes and hair, with a Grecian nose, 
slightly depressed at the bridge; with lips meeting exactly and firmly 
over his teeth, and a chin square, lean and slightly curved upwards, he 
looked to me to be the very impersonation of force. He might, if He 
had spoken, have made a much greater mark than he did; but he had 
early acquired the influence he possessed in his county, had a hot and 
arbitrary temper, which had never been checked among his own people, 
and he had become too fixed in his habit of impatience to conciliate 
opposition or trust himself in legislative debate. 

He had become a petty monarch when he had the intellectual scope 
of an emperor. But he was great on the hustings. When I first recol- 
lect, stump speaking, as we called it (and which Cicero says destroyed 
the liberties of Greece, as Longinus says it destroyed the liberties of 
Rome), and after them I take the liberty to say it has gone far to de- 



274 William and Mary Quarterly 

stroy the liberties of the United States, had not so far usurped the 
place of conversational discussion as it has since done ; and I have 
often seen rival candidates confront each other on the court green as 
game cocks in the pit, surrounded by their friends, and each applaud 
as he drove his gaffs into the other. So apt was he, by nature, and 
so expert by practice, in this kind of digladiation, that in course of 
time he had no competitors, and always walked over the course when 
he chose to go into public life. Yet his language, never elegant or 
refined, was common, oftentimes even to vulgarity. But it was always 
clear, full of homely illustrations, which everybody could understand, 
and of proverbs, which all could apply, and like Patrick Henry's whose 
reputation Mr. Wirt has injured by trying to brighten it, it was pressed 
into the hearts of his auditors by a dramatic force which could not be 
resisted. Giants do not fight with the polished weapons of fencing 
masters, but with huge crushing rocks. 

Once, during the War of 1812, he beat John Taylor, of Caroline, 
for Congress, and in one of the conflicts at the Bowling Green, Taylor's 
own stronghold, Taylor, who opposed the war said: "But Mr. Roane, 
the taxes sir, the taxes." • 

"Well, sir; the taxes, what of them? I do not fear taxes, nor do 
I the people. They want freedom; they don't want money." 

"How high would you tax for this war 

"I would tax them, sir, ten cents in the dollar." 

"Suppose, sir, that should be insufficient?" 

"Then, sir, I would tax them twenty cents in the dollar." 

"But suppose they would not stand it?" 

"Then, sir, I would not ask them. I would tax them thirty, forty, 
fifty, sixty, seventy, eighty, ninety, one hundred cents in the dollar. 
Col, Taylor, I would tax the shirts off the peoples' backs and make 
them free, whether they would or not. What is your next bugbear?" 

The effect was electric. 

Compare the only sentence I have ever heard from Patrick Henry's 
speech in the Parson's case: "Such is the avarice, such the insatiate 
thirst for gold of these ecclesiastical harpies that they would snatch 
the last hoe cake from the widow and the orphan." * * * 

Like his uncle William, he occasionally got into frolics. On such 
an occasion, returning one dark night from court, when he had become 
exasperated with the Federalist's, he overtook a pedestrian and asked 
his name. "John Adams," was the reply. "Well," said he, dismount- 
ing, "I shall give you a thrashing." "Why, what for, Mr. Roane? You 
know me, Jack Adams, who lives on your land." "No, sir; you said 
John Adams ; you made yourself a Federalist, now you must take the 
consequences," and then and there he thrashed him with his horsewhip. 
Yet this man, whom I knew very well, a harmless, inoffensive, worthless 
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creature, had been his tenant for many years, and so continued to his 
death, rent free. 

He was public spirited within his own territory, a very kind neigh- 
bor to those who tried to help themselves, the most indulgent despot 
to his slaves I ever knew — I have known him to feed them all on green 
peas smeared with butter for days at a time — a tender, but most capri- 
cious father, devoted to thoroughbred horses (he despised professional 
racers, rating them much below their horses), and to agriculture and 
horticulture, with more hobbies than any man I ever saw. He was 
warm in his friendships, inveterate in his prejudices. I think his model 
of a public man was Nat. Macon. He was always initimate with him. 
He also was very fond of John Randolph, whom he ha 1 known at the 
Grammar School, when he himself was a student at Williamsburg, 
and who, he told me, was the most beautiful and attractive boy he had 
ever seen. He was also a great admirer of the late John Wickham, 
whom he appreciated and tolerated in spite of his supposed Royalist 
sentiments. * * * He was never in the Senate of the United States, 
but he was often a member of the Legislature, going there or to Con- 
gress, whenever he chose. He was also a member of the Virginia Con- 
vention of 1829. His strong sense, his fine logical powers, his remark- 
able consistency, his boldness, his splendid conversational powers, 
always gave him great influence in every deliberative body. 

I never saw him dressed but in homespun of his own manufacture, 
nor in a carriage, but of his own making (the nondescript affair of the 
kind that I remember, he never called anything else than "The thing"), 
nor with horses but of his own raising. He had but one carpet in his 
house, calling them "dirt hiders." 

He had a fair set of china, but his favorite table service was of 
pewter. "His father," he said, "had been satisfied with that." His 
table was the most abundantly supplied and the best — not the richest — 
I ever saw. He used honey whenever he coulcl as a substitute for 
sugar, because he said sugar was protected by the tariff. 

But I find I am becoming garrulous about this grand old original, 
and go to the next prominent member of the family, Judge Spencer 
Roane, son of Col. William Roane, the clerk of Essex. His character 
was as strongly marked as his cousin John's, but he had fewer detract- 
ing peculiarities, owing to very different early association. Calfed to 
the bar very early, he gained his first cause against his preceptor, the 
celebrated "Lawyer Warden," who said when twitted with it, "Oh ! I 
taught the boy to speak," and he rose rapidly in reputation. He went 
into the Legislature as soon as his age permitted, took part in the de- 
bate the day of his admission, and rose so rapidly in favor and public 
repute that he was made judge at the age of twenty-six or twenty-seven. 

He rmained on the bench until his death in the sixty-third year of 
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his age, dying of a disease contracted by neglecting a tooth, whilst he 
was engaged in a very exciting case, I think, against Treasurer Preston. 
Of his career as Judge I am not fitted to speak. Of the part he took 
in politics, there is now no record except in the files of the Enquirer, 
and in very dim tradition. 

At the time when that paper was the most influential in the Union, 
he was its guiding spirit, and contributed largely to its columns in 
brief paragraphs or in more elaborate essays. His residence was the 
headquarters of the famous "Richmond Junto," and the resort of all 
members of the Legislature of his own faith. His influence in his party 
was second only to Mr. Jefferson's, and was willingly subordinated to 
his, by himself. 

He was in person more than six feet high, and though rather thin 
was very strong, and so active that when a young man he could walk 
under a bar that touched his head, and turn round and leap it. His 
hair was light brown ; his eyes — he was near sighted — a very light gray, 
rather sleepy looking in repose; his nose and chin like John Roane's; 
his forehead not so full, broad or expansive." He was a man of social, 
though strictly temperate habits, especially fond, as John Roane was, 
of young company and jocularity, good tempered in the main, but 
choleric, and very violent when roused, and a strong partisan. * * * 

His first wife was the daughter of Patrick Henry, who said when 
Judge Roane asked his consent to the union: "Sir, you do me honor." 
She died, leaving several children, among them one who died early — a 
young man of great promise. His second wife was the daughter of 
Col. Hoskins, a wealthy gentleman of King and Queen. By her he had 
one daughter, who was married first to my uncle Albert and then to 
Governor McDonald, afterwards Chief Justice of Georgia. She adopted 
and brought me up, and was the only mother I ever knew. 

His son, William H. Roane, by his first wife, was in Congress in 
1816, nearly as soon as he was old enough to go, John Roane having 
retired in his favor.* He served one term only, when he was defeated, 

* He was born in 1788, studied at William and Mary, a representa- 
tive in Congress from 1815 to 1817, and a U. S. Senator from 1837 to 
1841. He married Patsy Selden, and died at Tree Hill, near Richmond, 
March 11, 1845. 

and was elected immediately a councillor of State. That office he held 
for several years, when he removed to his patrimony, "Spring Garden," 
on the Pamunkey, in Hanover, a few years after his father's decease, 
whence he was sent almost immediately to the Legislature. But in a 
very few years he came back to Richmond, and was shortly thereafter 
elected to the Senate of the United States. Failing health induced his 
retirement, and settling down at his beautiful residence and estate, 
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"Tree Hill," about three miles below Richmond, which he had bought 
in 1838, he expired in 1845, in the fifty-seventh year of his age. I knew 
him well and loved him dearly. His talents, though of high order, had 
never been systematically improved; for in early life, when habits are 
formed, his health was so exceedingly delicate that study, or even con- 
tinued residence in one place, was impossible. But he had lived much 
in the world, had been everywhere ; but especially at his father's house, 
the most intellectual men of Virginia gathered, and haoj studied in that 
school as the Athenians did in the Porch of the Academy. 

Such oral instruction as he had received, so he communicated, con 
amove, to many a delighted companion, or more youthful disciple. 

An old member of the Legislature, a plain man, of strong sense and 
wide observation in Virginia, once told me he had seen a good many 
abler men in public life than Wm. H. Roane, but never as honest a 
one. I thought the remark eminently just. He had a decided dash of 
the eloquence of his grandfather (Patrick Henry), and was filled with 
the peculiarities of the Roanes, high spirited, soft hearted, strong 
minded, generous, impulsive, but with all their rough traits softened 
down by a more extended intercourse with the world. 

The wife of Col. William Roane was a Miss Ball, of the Northern 
Neck, and her mother was a Spencer* two of the oldest names in the 
colony; and one of them, Ball, the maiden name of that hard, masculine, 
strong minded Christian woman, Mary Ball, the mother of General 
Washington, whom sentimentalists love to compare in attributes with 
the Virgin Mary. I expect that she was a near cousin of Judge Roane, 
though the family never claimed the relationship, and I never heard 
them allude to it. 

The wife of Thomas Roane, of Newington, was, I think, a Miss 
Hipkins, of most reputable family. 

John Roane, of "Uppowoc," married, I believe, a Latane, of a 
Huguenot family, from whom was descended Captain Latane, that was 
killed in the late war near Capt. Wm. Newton's, as is represented in a 
picture by Artist Washington, full of tenderness and beauty and im- 
agination. 

Alice Roane (who married Sterling Rufnin) was first cousin to John 
Roane, Jr., to Judge Spencer Roane, to Dr. John Brockenbrough, to 
Judge William Brockenbrough, of the Supreme Court of Virginia, 
to Thomas Ritchie, of the Enquirer, to Col. Archibald Ritchie, likewise 
her brother-in-law, for many years a leading man in Essex, and the 

* She was Mary Mottrom, daughter of Capt. Spencer Mottrom, 
nephew-in-law of Hon. Nicholas Spencer, Secretary of State and acting 
Governor, who died Sept. 23, 1689. For Mottrom Family see Quar- 
terly, XVIII., 54. 
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hottest and most ill-tempered man I ever knew, if he was my uncle, 
but a man of great pluck and force of character; and to Capt. John 
Ritchie, who so far retrieved an ill-spent and dissolute life by a heroic 
death on the field of battle in Canada in the last British war, that the 
General Assembly several years afterwards voted a commemorative 
sword to his oldest surviving brother. He was also first cousin once 
removed to Wm. H. Roane and to Judge John W. Brockenbrough, of 
Lexington, son of Judge William, who up to the war was Judge of the 
Western District of Virginia. She was thus of near kin to several 
persons, who in their day were among the most distinguished men of 
the State. 



THE CARLYLE FAMILY. 

DESCENDANTS OF JOHN AND SARAH (FAIRFAX) 

CARLYLE. 

(Continued from 212) 

Sarah Carlyle, 2 eldest dau. of John 1 and Sarah (Fairfax) 
Carlyle, m. William Herbert of Alexandria, Va. Issue : 

1. John Carlyle Herbert, 3 of whom presently. 

2. William Herbert, 3 of whom presently. 

3. Margaret Herbert, 3 of whom presently. 

4. Sarah Herbert, 3 m. Rev. Oliver Norris. Issue : 

1. Eliza Mary Norris, 4 of whom presently. 

2. Edward Norris, 4 d. un. 

3. Rev. Herbert Norris, 4 m. Juliet Rawle. Issue: 

1. Carlyle Norris, 5 killed in Civil War. 

2. Frank Norris, 5 d. y. 

5. Anne Herbert, 3 d. un. 

6. Eliza Herbert, 3 d. un. 1865. 

7. Lucinda Herbert, 3 d. un. 

John Carlyle Herbert, 3 eldest son of William and Sarah 
(Carlyle 2 ) Herbert, b. 1777, d. 1 Sept. 1846, Mem- 
ber of Congress from Maryland 1816-1820. m. 7 Mar. 
1805, Mary dau. of Thomas and Anne Snowden. 
Issue : 
I. Thomas Snowden Herbert, 4 M. D., of whom presently. 



